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S a, *»?h* religion ot' Balia if un in Iran continues to increase nuuieri cully 

* ca.J r ; :lut'r»«.:a at the ix>li.cy levels of tim Government of Iran (GDI) . 

g ’ ;i>or’»hip # in tse Bahai sect includes such personages a:s LTU Ab'tol 'Tud.m 
J / YA ’ i' t .'.Jiu' pe.r-v-nal physician to the Shah of Iran; LTd Percy doom DJAM 

i ( Cu- i.xr.jd;.', c K ri Iranian Ambassador to Spain; the Shah 1 r, son * s senior tutor 
5 v/\ ' .< • ^ , 7 *:o. jUi'.'iny Bahaist and a personal friend and associate of LTG 

f XS.iiL ; 'ut joust one Imperial Iranian AnuoJ Forces (IIAEj Division Coriut: antler ; 

I / HftVvv.il Il/.r pel noun el frou mid and .lower level to senior staff and line 

* oftv.tvjc:; 

« 

| h. The current growth of Bahai am appears to be attributed to the 

| i Arise nee of LTC AIADI with the Shah, who apparently has given tacit 
r'\ approval to the general worship of Bahaism. This allegedly has resulted 
j directly in adw.uces .•tt.ained in women's suffrage, land reform, and education. 
j| Supposedly tliesr programs reflect doctrines oi Bahaism more closely than 
1 the Moslem faith. 


e . Public practice ot Bal aism is still limited; however, there 
«Vp 3 .Hjrt* *Q be *i lessen u»g of the. stigma once attached to such membership, 
iiin list •; «ppar>r to b« vehemently anti-Moslem and blame the Shiite Mos lems 
j.i.noec.ino Iran's inodurni nation by utilising the traditional minded 
to roligici.fi leader* to exploit the illiterate peasant populace. 

c!. Although not r-'t'io; ly identified our side of the Uahai. community. 

• there >.»:* several :?.i>\poci ant Bahai shrines in Iran. Ibi s low profile is 
wau.-taifted to avoid possible conflict with the Moslem populace. The 
principal Bahai building is located on Tahulre Jsmshid Avenue in Tehran and 
curves as an information center. Approximately ten- twelve years ago during 
an ost of country trap by the p.oyal Family, this building was attacked 
by Iranian Shiite Moslem*; • Bahaists {relieved that, at that time, the fiiau 
did not hava chv firm in:*. lijtiry supjjort which he enjoys today and as a 
result was forc-.d to soften hi> superb f;.r Bahaist-.. Land is Laing 
acc,\vi.xad ip Tehran for t.he const ruction of a permanent and more appropriate 
place of worship. Immediate construction of such an edifice, however, 
appears unlikely duo to political anrl re:l i9.io.1t u.o j » a icier a tion s at this time. 

GaV-LGISJATOR ' S GO.f IBtiiTS : ( C/NOFOKd ) 

a. deporting Officer obtained the above information from a senior 
Iranian :>.ilitar> officer who has personal knowledge of sucb .infonwation. 

It should be noted that source hinr.olf is a rabid follower of Bnnsisnu and 
his opinions as to the degree of itiluence Bahaist s exert on C/)I policy 
should be considered with this b-ofcground in mind. 
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1. BAHAI SITUATION IN IRAN HAS MARGINALLY IMPROVED SINCE 
REESTABLISHMENT OF DEGREE OF ORDER BY NEW MILITARY GOVERN- 
MENT . THERE REMAINS MAJOR DEGREE OF HOSTILITY AGAINST 
BAHAIS, PARTICULARLY ON PART OF ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS OPPOSI- 
TION, WHICH IS LEADING ELEMENT OF POLITICAL OPPOSITION TO 
SHAH AND GOI. GOI HAD RECOGNIZED THIS PRESSURE AND BAHAIS 
ARE STILL BEING DISMISSED FROM GOVERNMENT JOBS. SEVERAL 
DOCTORS AT GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS WERE DISMISSED LAST WEEK, 
ACCORDING TO PERSIAN FRIENDS WHO KNOW THE INDIVIDUALS. 
HOWEVER, THERE IS NO OPEN STREET HOSTILITY TOWARD BAHAI 
SECT BEING MANIFEST AT THE MOMENT. BAHAI TEMPLE HAD 
MILITARY GUARD DURING RECENT DISTURBANCES^ BUT AS FAR AS 

WE KNOW THERE WERE NO ATTACKS AGAINST IT IN RECENT MONTHS. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND BAHAIS ARE LEAVING IRAN, BUT SOME 
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I PROMINENT ONES DO REMAIN. LOWER MIDDLE CLASS BAHAIS ' 

AND 

TELL US HARASSMENT FROM MOSLEM NEIGHBORS /0BJB3XP PROSELYTIZING 
MULLAHS INCREASED THROUGH OCTOBER BUT HAS EASED OFF SINCE 
GENERAL AZHARI BECAME PRIME MINISTER. NO CONNECTION IS 
ALLEGED, BUT SOME SAY THAT MOSLEM OPPOSITION IS NOW 
FOCUSING ON CONFRONTATION WITH GOI DURING MOHARRAM 
(ADDING THAT IF KHOMEINI "WINS," BAHAI SITUATION IN 
IRAN WILL BECOME INTOLERABLE) . 

3. WE BELIEVE DEPTOFFS COHEN AND PRECHT TOOK RIGHT LINE 
ON POTENTIAL FOR POSITIVE USG ACTION. SINCE U.S. IS 
SEEN AS SUPPORTING GOI, ANY PUBLIC ACTIONS ARE LIKELY TO 
ENRAGE PRECISELY THOSE PEOPLE MOST LIKELY TO COMMIT 
VIOLENCE AGAINST BAHAIS. WE BELIEVE BEST POSSIBILITY 

FOR INFLUENCING SITUATION IN POSITIVE DIRECTION IS CONTINUED 
DISCREET DISCUSSION WITH GOI OFFICIALS ON NECESSITY TO 
PROTECT MINORITIES, COUPLED WITH REPEATED REITERATION 
TO OUR OPPOSITION CONTACTS THAT PERSECUTION/VIOLENCE 
AGAINST BAHAIS DOES THEIR CAUSE LITTLE GOOD. WE BELIEVE 
THIS REMAINS BEST POLICY FOR USG SPOKESMEN AT HOME AS 
WELL. 

4. COMPLICATING FACTOR IN SITUATION IS FACT THAT SOME 
BAHAIS PARTICIPATED IN WHAT ARE SEEN AS EXCESSES AND 
CORRUPTION OF PAST FEW YEARS. PERHAPS THE MOST NOTABLE 
BAHAI BUSINESSMAN CASE IS PROMINENT INDUSTRIALIST/ FINANCIER 
HOJABR YAZDANI, WHO HAS BEEN HELD SINCE AUGUST ON CHARGES 
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OF FRAUD AND ILLEGAL USE OF GOVERNMENT LANDS . &&XX3&OOE 

we hope 

DISTINCTIONS WILL BE MADE BETWEEN THOSE WHO MAY BE 
ARRESTED AND TRIED FOR POSSIBLE CORRUPTION OR OTHER 
SPECIFICALLY ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND GENERAL PERSECUTION 
AGAINST SECT. CONCERNING THE SABET FAMILY WE UNDERSTAND 
ALL KEY MEMBERS ARE OUTSIDE IRAN: I RAJ IN SWITZERLAND , 
HARMOZ IN THE U.S. AND THE FATHER, HABIB, BETWEEN NEW 
YORK AND SWITZERLAND. 
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j IBJSMI PERSECUTION 0? BAHAI COMMUNITY 

I 

j I' I TEHRAN 6421 

j : . SECRET - ENTIRE Tilt. 

. INIORMAriON REPORTED KEITEL IS HOST DISTURBING. 

'.EASE OBTAIN AND HOOCH TO OS A COPY OP PRIOR hEPOii?. 

. N EMBASSY OBTAIN INDEPENDENT vIRIVICaTION OP AM OP 

! p actions ok Matts described tsektix? do the attach 

■: EAHAI SOME* BATE FROM BKiOHt OR AFTER FYBRUARYt 
i THEBE ANY LEGAL BASIS PC R COHFISCATION OP BAHAI 
• '.3PKRIIT IP 30, PLEASE FRO? I DA TEE? II AVAILABLE, 

PE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S VIEWS AS TO MOST 
. iLCTIVS HUBS OS' PROCEEDING TO Pp.OTECl iAP.AIS . VP DC 
>T UNDERSTAND PRY PRYOR SEOULD it SO SlhSITIVE ABOUT 
••fBLICITT Oi BAHAI PLIGHT ANY TFT PLAN TO MaAS BIPOxT 
'BAILABLE TO EURO? PAH PRESS, HAS TI.C EMBASSY HAD ANY 
DISCUSSIONS OP CONDITION OP BAHAIS WITH I >01 HEPKtSBNTAT- 
r , : S? are mil miGIOU? LEADERS pro MIGHT INTERVENE 
TRPIR BA! ALP, SPECIFICALLY TO HEAD OIF POSSIBLE 
• OUBLB IN UlUr. (EMBASSY iARLIER REPORTED IN 

:HA)i 5495 I HAT BAHAIS IK SHI HA 7. BAD NOT BEEN 
. ;1?a» SINCE DECEMBER) . XOSS AMDASSI RELIEVE IT 
■OLD BE USFTUL TO THUS! SUPPORT OP OTHER COUNTRIES 
I SUPPORT OF BAHAIST . 

. TEHRAN 4 £40 AND Dr-2 SJSCBJB* OTHER INCIDENTS 

•PECTINS BAHAIS. Aft THESE COVES* 5 IK PRYOR KiPORlY VANCE 
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SECRET SECTION 01 0? TEHRAN 06755 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 12065: GES 6/20/85 (CLEMENT, C.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHEM, IR 

SUBJECT: BAHAI COMMUNITY SITUATION 
REF: (A) STATE 158779, (B) TEHRAN 6421, (C) TEHRAN 6500 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. EMBOFFS HAVE OBTAINED INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF 
BASIC POINTS IN INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY 
REVEREND PRYOR AS REPORTED IN REFTELS. VERIFICATION COMES 
FROM ESN SOURCE WHO IS CONSIDERED KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 
RELIABLE. SOURCE IS WORKING ON SETTING DP MEETING 
BETWEEN EMBOFFS AND BAHAI LEADERS. 

3. IN MOST RECENT DISCUSSION WITH PRYOR ON JUNE 28, HE 
SAID THAT CURRENT SITUATION OF BAHAI COMMUNITY SHOULD 
PERHAPS BE MORE APPROPRIATELY CHARACTERIZED AS ONE OF 
"HARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION" RATHER THAN PERSECUTION. 

BE THIS AS IT MAY, IT IS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THE BAR A I 
LEADERS ARE EXTREMELY WORRIED AND SEE THEMSELVES FACING 
THE WORST CRISIS IN THE HISTORY OF BARA ISM. EVERY DAY 
BRINGS ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF HARASSMENT. 

4. THE BAHAI LEADERS ARE STILI HOPING THAT VIOLENCE CAN 
BE AVOIDED IN SHIRAZ ON JUDY 10. THEY HAVE ASXED TO SEE 
PM BAZARGAN REGARDING THIS. MEANWHILE THEY DO NOT WISH 
TO PUBLICLY EXACERBATE THE ALREADY TENSE SITUATION. THEY 
HAVE SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT THE DSG NOT TAKE ANT 
ACTION AT THIS TIME BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

IN IRAN. 

5. THE BAHAI LEADERS DO WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT INFORMATION 
AND DOCUMENTATION IS SAFELY IN PLACE OUTSIDE IRAN SO THAT 
THEY CAN GO PUBLIC WITH THEIR STORY WHEN AND IE NEEDED. 

THEY HAVE ASKED PRYOR TO GO TO GENEVA AND ZURICH, AND HE 
WILL DO SO AROUND JULY 7. PRYOR WILL REPORT TO THE WORLD 
COUNCIL 0? CHURCHES' HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION IN GENEVA AND 
LEAVE DOCUMENTATION IN SAFE HANDS IN SWITZERLAND. HE IS 
AFRAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE SITUATION COULD BECOME SUBSTAN- 
TIALLY WORSE BEFORE THEN. 

6. PRYOR PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (WHICH WE HAVE 
NOT YET HAT TIME TO VERIFY FHOM OTHER SOURCES) ON JUNE 28: 

OF THE ROUGHLY 400,000 BAHAIS IN IRAN, ABOUT 75,000 ARE IN 
TEHRAN. THE MASTER MEMBERSHIP LIST FOR TERRAN WAS STOLEN 
ABOUT SIX WEEKS AGO. THE BAHAIS BELIEVE IT IS IN ISLAMIC 
HANDS, BECAUSE A NUMBER OF BAHAIS HAVE BEEN RECEIVING 

SECRET TEHRAN 6755/1 . 


CLASS: SECRET i 
CHRGE: STATE 6/28/791 
APPRV : CHARGE:LBLAIN9 
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UTTERS IN THEtR NAME AT THEIR HOME ADDRESS FpOM THE 
ISLAMIC PROPAGANDA ORGANIZATION IN QOM STRONG LY URGING 
THEM to CONVERT TO ISLAM. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
HAVE BEEN BROKEN UP, AND PILES HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. 

WHFHEAS RELIGIOUS MEETINGS NORMALLY WERE ATTENDED i>Y 200 
MEMBERS, TREY ARE NOW LIMITED TO 10-15 PEOPLE SO AS TO 
AVOID HARASSMENT. 

7. TO DATE, THE PERSONAL BANE ACCOUNTS OP THE TOP 27 BAHAI 
LEADERS WHO MAKE UP THE NATIONAL COUNCIL HAVE BEEN FROZEN 
(BUT NOT YET CONFISCATED). TWO OT THESE LEADERS HAVE BEEN 
DENIED EXIT PERMITS, OTHERS HAVE NOT ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN 
ONE. IN ADDITION TO PREVIOUSLY REPORTED CONFISCATIONS OF 
BAHAI COMMUNITY ASSETS, FOUR OF THE MAIN FIVE ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE BUILDINGS of the community have been confiscated. 

THESE BUILDINGS ARE VALUED AT BETWEEN 470-100 MILLION. 

THE number OF CIVIL SERVANTS DISMISSED FROM TREIR JOBS 
SINCE EARLY DECEMBER ON THE SPECIFIC GROUND THAT THEY WERE 
BARAI IS ABOUT 90, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION * DOCUMENT FD) 

PROVIDED TO PRYOR. 

t- • the RAHAI LEADERS DO NOT HAVE ANY REAL IDEA OE HOW MANY 
BAHAIS HAVE LEFT IRAN , BDT ARE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT 
THE EXODUS HAS NOT SO FAR BEEN SIGNIFICANT. THE LEADERS 
ARE URGING THEIR MEMBERS TO STAY IN IRAN. 

U. UP TO NOW THE ACTIONS HAVE BEEN DIRECTED PRIMARILY 
AGAINST THE COMMUNITY AS AN ENTITY, RATHER THAN AGAINST 
INDIVIDUAL BAHAIS — EXCEPT FOR THE FROZEN BANK ACCOUNTS 0 T 
THE LEADERS, DISMISSAL OF CIVIL SERVANTS, ATTEMPTS TO 
PRESSURE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO CONVERT, AND THE HARASSMENT 
OF REI IGIOUS MEETINCS. THE BAHAI LEADERS ARE FEARFUL THAT 
THE SITUATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WILL CHANGE FOR THE WORSE 
SOON. 

10. NO BAHAIS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE POST-REVOLUTION ERA, 

AND NONE OF THE MORE THAN TfiHEE HUNDRED PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
BEEN EXECUTED WERE BAHAIS (IT IS AGAINST BAHAI RULES FOR 
MEMBERS TO BE ACTIVE IN FOLITICS). BOFEFUILY THE SAME CAN 
STILL BE SAID AFTER JULY 10. BARAISM STARTED IN SHIRAZ IN 
1844 WITH BAHAULLAH PROCLAIMING HIMSELF AS THE MISSING 
BT 

• 6755 

NNNN 
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IMAM. 


II. AS FURTHER INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE THROUGH OTHER 
SOURCES, WE WILL UP-DATE REPORTING ON THIS SUBJECT. 

LAINSEN 

BT 
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F: N/A 
CVIS, IR, CE 

INCREASE IN IRANIAN VISA APPLICANTS IN SRI LANKA 


CONS 

CHRG 

POL 

ECON 

CHRN 


1. SINCE END OF AUGUST EMBASSY HAS OBSERVED DEFINITE 
INCREASE IN NUMBER OF IRANIAN NON-IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS 
APPEARING IN OUR CONSILAR SECTION. NUMBER OF APPLICANTS NOW 
AVERAGES FOUR PER WEEK AS CONTRASTED TO ONE EVERY TWO WEEKS 
PREVIOUSLY. SIX APPLICANTS CALLED OH CONSUL ON 9/10. 


2. APPLICANTS USUALLY HAVE BEEN MALE STUDENTS IN EARLY 
2 0’S, BUT THEY NOW INCLUDE BUSINESSMEN AND FAMILIES. THE 
IRANIANS EXPLAIN THAT SINCE U.S. VISA FACILITIES IN TEHRAN 
ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE, SRI LANXA IS A CONVENIENT PORT OF 
CALL FOR THEM. APPLICANTS SHOW EXTREME TENSION AND ANXIETY. 


3. THUS FAR DOCUMENTATION APPEARS TO BE IN ORDER AND CONSUL 
IS ISSUING MAJORITY OF VISAS. APPLICANTS DISPLAYING 
GREATEST TENSION CLAIM TO BE MEMBERS OF BAHAI AND 
Z OR OA SYRIAN MINORITY GROUPS AND STATE THEY CANNOT 
RETURN TO IRAN BECAUSE OF PERSECUTION. 


4. EMBASSY WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 
ANY GUIDANCE AND INDICATIONS OF IRANIAN APPLICANT TRENDS 
ELSEWHERE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

WRIGGINS 

BT 
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1.0. 12065: CDS, 9/13/35 (CLEMENT, CARL) 

* TAGS: SHUM, S0EN , IR 

‘SUBJECT: RUMORS 0? ATTACKS ON BAHAIS IN SHIRAZ 

| REP: TEHRAN 10001 

| 1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT ) 

2. MR. GLENN MITCHEL 0? THE BAHA'I HIGH ASSEMBLT IN THE 
■US (PROTECT), WHOM WE HATE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH BEFORE, 
CALLED NEA/IRN SEPTEMBER 13 TO SAT THAT DESPITE REUTERS 
STORY DENTING DESTRUCTION OF THE BAB'S SHRINE IN 
SHIRAZ, THE BAHA'IS HAD INCONTROVERTIBLE PROOF OF IT 
AND WOULD TRT TO GET ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS TO US. 


3. ACCORDING TO MITCHELL, WRECKING CREWS HAVE BEEN AT 
WORK OVER THE PAST SEVERAL DATS IN RAZING THE BUILDING 
AND ARE PROBABLY STILL DOING SO. WE KNOW THAT THE SHRINE 
IS NOT EAST TO LOCATE, BUT WOULD IT NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR 
ONE OF THE SHIRAZ CONSULATE NATIONALS TO TRT TO CHECK 
ON THE STATE OF THE SHRINE? 


4. MITCHELL ALSO CLAIMED THAT THERE HAS BEEN A GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENT RECENTLY GIVING THE NAMES OF THIRTY BAHA'IS 


WHOAREPROSCRIBED FROM LEAVING IRAN AND WITH WHOM NO ONE 
IS ALLOWED TO HAVE ANT DEALINGS. ACCORDING TO MITCHELL, 

THE COVERNMENT, OR PEOPLE CLOSE TO GOVERNING RELIGIOUS 
CIRCLES, ARE IN THE PROCESS OF FABRICATING EVIDENCE 
REGARDING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, BUSINESS CHEATING, CORRUPTION, 
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE PREVIOUS REGIME OF BAHA'IS SO 


THAT THEY CAN THEN BE TRIED BT REVOLUTION ART COURTS ON 
THESE GROUNDS RITHER THAN FOR BEING BAHA'I. 


5. ANT INFORMATION THAT EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP ON SITUATION 
OF BAHA'IS WILL BE APPRECIATED. VANCE 
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GijECTl STATUS OR BAHA'I SHRINE IN SHIRAZ 
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<A) 
( C - 


STATE 241745, 

entire text.) 


(B) TEHRAN 10001; 


Of; 

o: 


CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES 
tun LETTERS FROM BAHA'IS 
PiSTKUCTION OF THE BAR'S 
CHARACTERIZED AS T:!i SOU 


HAVE BEEN FLOODED WITH TELEGRAMS 
IN THE P. S. CONCERNING THE REPORTED 
ROUSE IN SHIRAZ, WHICH IS BEING 
EST SHRINE OF IKE BAHA'IS. 


o 


1. WE URGE NILE NEED ADDITIONAL 
PROM EMBASSY IN ORDER TO PROVIDE 
OCERIPS FROM CONGRESS. 


INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT 
RESPONSES TO NUMEROUS 


o 

INNH 

o 


.1. SINCE SHIRAZ RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS OFFICE OFFICIALS Al- 
'SBGIDLY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE RAZING OF THE BUILDING, 
11 MAT BE APPROPRIATE TO RAISE MATTER WITH MINACnl AND/OR 
■'P.ZDI. EXPRESSING THE WIDE-SPREAD CONCERN HIRE AND THI 
■■v-.ATIVE EFFECT HARASSMENT OF BAHA'IS WOULD NICESSAKILI 
■AVS ON THE AMERICAN PUBLIC'S PERCEPTION OF TBE IRANIAN 
• VOLUTION. 


o 

c 

INNI 


Fir. there save been some rumblings about a senate 

V t JOLUTIO! ON THIS MATTER. WE CHOW THE IRANIAN EMBASSI 
.".LSO HAS BEEN INUNDATED WITH CALLS AND LITTERS . END I'll . 
VANCE 
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1.0 . 12065: CDS 9/29/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OR-P 
TAOS : SHUM, SOFN, IR 
IOIJECT: BAHA'IS IN IRAN 

| 

I BIT l STATE 246627 
f I . (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

I. EMBASSY RECOGNIZES THAT MOUNTING PRESSURE BY BAHA'IS 
l» us MAI WELL RESULT IN CONGRESSIONAL ACTION IN FORM 
Or RESOLUTIONS AND IN DEMANDS THAT EMBASSY OR STATE 
t«t SOME ACTION ON BEHALF OF BAHA'I COMMUNITY. 

3. OF THE MAJOR RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN IRAN, THE 
’BAHA'IS, AS DEPARTMENT SNOWS, ARE THE ONLY GROUP NOT 
RECOGNIZED OR GIVEN SOME FORM OF OFFICIAL SANCTION BY 
>001. BAHA'IS AS IAZDI HAS TOLD CHARGE ARE CONSIDERED 
A POLITICAL GROUPING. MAJORITY SHIITE COMMUNITY IN 
IRAN REGARDS BAHA'IS AS HERITICS WHO ARE OPENLY DESPISED. 
(SOMEWHERE BETWEEN A SNAKE AND A COCKROACH IS THE 
USUAL DESCRIPTION). BAHA'IS FAVORED POSITION UNDER THE 
I RAH MEANS THAT MANY ARE SUSPECT BY THE PGOI AS WELL 
rOR CORRUPTION OR OTHER ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES. 

A. BAHA'I COMMUNITY IN IRAN IS PERSECUTED TO EXTENT 
TEAT THEIR BUILDINGS HAVE BEEN SEIZED, THEY ARE FEARFUL 
or MEETING OPENLY AND SOME HAVE PROBABLY LOST JOBS OR 
AUSIN2SS OPPORTUNITIES BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGION. SOME 
RAVE ALSO BEEN JAILED, PROBABLY MORE BECAUSE OF THEIR 
PAST CONNECTIONS TO THE REGIME THAN THEIR RELIGION. 

»>: HAVE, HOWEVER, HAD NO REPORTS OF BAHA'I BEING KILLED 
AECFNTLY, ALTHOUGH IF THERE WAS A MOB ATTACK IN SHIRAZ, 
WHICH WE TEND TO DOUBT, WE WOULD NOT DISCOUNT THIS 
POSSIBILITY. 

, MEMBERS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE DEFINITELY FEEL 
MAT INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE ON PGOI HAS HELPED TO PROTECT 
IRANIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. WE WONDER, HOWEVER, WHAT THE 
•PPECT WILL BE CF SIMILAR PRESSURE ON THE PART OF THE 
AAIIA'IS. 

r. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT CHECKING WITH LEADERS 0? 

' COMMUNITY IN US TO SEE THAT THEIR ACTIONS ARE BEING 
L OUT AT REQUEST OF OR WITH CONSENT OF LEADERS OF 
COMMUNITY HERE. LAINGEN 
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E.O. 12065: ODS 9/20/85 (SHIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OR-P 
TASS: SHUM, SOPN, IR 
SUBJECT: IRANIAN BAHA'IS 

jqREF: STATE 146627 

§1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

S2. EMBOFF TALKED WITH NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR A05UST 20 
iRE BAHA'IS. AMBASSADOR HAD TALKED WITH A MEMBER OF 
|BAHA'I LEADERSHIP COUNCIL GHADDEMI (PHON) TWO DAYS ASO . 
sGHADDEMI SAID BAHA'IS WERE NOT CERTAIN WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE 
IFOR DESTRUCTION OF BAB'S ROUSE. LOCAL MULLLAH ON/ABOUT 
fSEPT 6 DEMANDED FROM BAHA'IS IN SHIRAZ AND WAS GIVEN 
§KETS SO HE COULD "PROTECT" HOUSE. ON SEPT 8 ACCOBDINS 
=T0 SHADDEMI, CROUP OF ABOUT 100 MEN, SOME ARMED, 

'ATTACKED HOUSE WITH HAMMERS AND SPENT ALL DAI SYSTEMATI- 
CALLY EEMOLISHINS IT. 

3. SHADDEMI ALSO TOLD AMBASSADOR HE DID NOT THINK 
BAHA'IS IN LARCE CITIES WERE IN ANY DANSER OF LIFE. 
SECURITY SITUATION IN RURAL TOWNS FOR BAHA'IS VIS, 

HOWEVER, RISKY. NO BAHA'IS HAVE BEEN KILLED RECENTLY; 
BAHA'I PROPERTY AND COMPANIES HAVE BEEN CONFISCATED 

AND SOME BAHA'IS HAVE BEEN JAILED ON WHAT SHADDEMI CALLED 
TRUMPED UP CHARSES. ABOUT 100 BAHA'IS HAVE BEEN DISMISSED 
FROM SOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

4. SHADDEMI APPARENTLY ASREED WITH AMBASSADOR THAT 
NEW ZEALAND EMBASSY INTERVENTION IN TEHRAN MI3HT NOT 
BE HELPFUL BUT WAS DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN STIRRING 
UP INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN BAHA'IS. SHADDEMI SAID 
BAHA'IS HAVE SENT MANY LETTERS TO PRIME MINISTER 
BAZARGAN BUT THEY HAD BEEN IGNORED. LAINGEN 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington. D.C. 20520 



October 3, 1979 


OFF XC I AL- INFO RMAL 
CONFIDENTIAL ~ 

Ms , Ann Swift 
Political Office* 
American Embassy 
Tehran, Iran 




Dear Ann: 


Thanks — as I leave for NYC meeting — for 
your letter of September 23. You all have done good 
work on the Baha'i question and it has enabled us to 
satisfy our many callers from the Hill and within the 
American Baha'i community. It is strange that the 
press has paid virtually no attention and the Con- 
gressional interest has seemed perfunctory — compared 
to past experiences. 

All of us here and others around the town are 
deeply appreciative for the fine work POL is producing. 
It has been a long time since Embassy Tehran had such 
a competent political section. (Stop preening and 
start sending us memcons.) 

Tell your Farsi colleagues on the front 
we stand behind them. 

Sincerely, 

Henry Precht 


a 
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October 11, 1979 


Ms . Ann Swift 
Political Officer 
American Embassy 
Tehran 

Dear Ann: 

Henry has already answered your letter on the 
Baha'is, but I want to follow-up on it with a few 
lines. First of all let me echo Henry’s praise 
for current reporting by the political section. 

I hope that you, too, will soon have a chance to 
do some traveling in Iran and that the section as 
a whole will take every opportunity that presents 
itself for taking the political pulse of the pro- 
vinces . 

/ On the Baha'is, I am sending along copies of 
some documents that we have received from the Baha 1 i 
National Assembly here. The paper put out in Switzer- 
land is in fact one prepared by Reverend Bob Pryor. 

He carried it to Switzerland in July after discussions 
with Victor and me about the subject. His role should, 
of course, be kept quiet. 

I note in the New Zealand Ambassador 1 s cable that 
you sent us a copy of, that Ghadimi had fully accepted 
the suggestion of the New Zealand and British Ambassadors 
that a coordinated and well publicized campaign of pro- 
test from Baha'i communities around the world could be 
useful. While I do not believe that we should get into 
the business of suggesting to Ghadimi what to do, we 
should continue to make sure that we are fully informed 
about the views and plans of the Baha'is in Iran. 
Therefore, we would urge you and Victor to keep in 
touch with Ghadimi. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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As a final point, let me alert you that yesterday 
the Head of the Assyrian Church had a meeting with the 
Vice President. We do not have a report yet on what 
transpired, but it would not surprise me if you were 
asked to report on the Assyrian situation. 

With the very best of regards to all of you, 
Sincerely, 

Carl Clement 

Deputy Director 

Office of Iranian Affairs 


Enclosure. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


21 


li -42 



f. 

I 

I 

i: 


Si 

*2 2k ° 

** j • . 


-> 

CCCCG 2 2: 



CLASS ; 

C.0HK12KKI UL 

<57 2 CC l 

?;• 


CiinCK: 

•syaj 

■ttMKAStojf 

V bl. ii A w 


ftPITiV:. 

CM Afi'i sl .* I.H LA I K 

<- C Z T A / to * 

*iiiiEC i- 

i33 

2H i ?J> J 

POL: PI.*! OMSSiii 

H ? 1 5 i. 

r i' i 

h I'm 1 HAN 11242 

CliAll: 

M5TR; 

POLuiPliJiCJ:': 
PQ12 Ciiv I Cj’i 

i:a^5: 

: SiW, 
•;CU': i)£ii 

: (A) tJ 

srs i-/ 
IK, KIA: 
A 'I soh: 

if HAN 6 -< . 

3/35 {TOMSiJTH, VICTOU L . ) OK-P 
PlhS, 00. ’<5 
■-.a H i f i f si ? uat lor; 

t 

:i , (z) •::£***» k?^ 6, ( V) '*t.H rak 

ean 

. :-:gcm co.n& chh 

: ? B,' S 1 IJ 


l 

.<1 r 
si. 


-?i 


I 


«?i;. 


-<C - BKIliC m-r). 

UPTOFF P.1V.CHT f.MD POLCOIJNS KSt Hl'ta T-a. -JHAOIWl . 

; j.K C« Till. IMANUK iAH&'J N.VfKxUL OCBwOli, OCTCiSf.* '2. 

.vision pB-irum* mt-u s»ssn»Ci not fhkvioqsiv 

• :.m (IilKI'l.S) HSU'S Fi'.0 1 C-I.UiIMI'S S'-'HTCrtENT t AT ' I 

7 :o<ir nirtbjfiis >*-? t&£ psoi vv» aoi* •ctacrs of wt 

■'.ill OF F' Fiats OtraiKSi-ff KSSaTIM lkt /j SHIFT 
■mMIOl -I .is Jm'.K SMP.it :r TO T;K ItArlu'I OOM111 .it; 'S 

• A?i0l». !-• 1 ST jn*T2I> T. 1 A.T SUCH V I MU J IVSHS l'J?UC«D 

Cl ICE PI.': T U. PkOVU-Sr Tit. rJUAS OF Th S' HOCS? 

•HE IAB (1;. -AN FOUOUm TIE bililPINS'J 

HUM I'. fi.-U i'rt PUKS MINIStfk'S 

.IK Kit IMTkliCTii T K Kf.TOH OF SElEAZ ?0 FIEF ENT 
MIS Fill Oil Hil . i.’f 1 0 14 A L iMfUCMIOHS 

SKAS1MI kit. Vi SI SRSi IE THAT Tut FOCifS 02 MBA 'I 
...VS IN 1:J. ■; Hi l.\ SSIDiitVJ IF lie* SXPCICIT 

•! .i. .!(. «>. COKMOSIVT'S CIVIC St JUTS. Hi 

: tu; ••h ii.iatjt >i. r - .i;i' to Ki5HV.n:niin, 

SrOI J.i'i "'I I iftT . '. OV.IS IIVCK?.; C I 'iri IllAf.'S Ct’itSl'.wT 
i«io i . va r iv. :■« i; i fi i m: . ’os-.vinces , bci'm-i , 
iOH Tl. 11. MSP f« USA'I CO-IM-MITl X'i MO. TAil.l ti y 
CuPFAMS OF ”Uh!Hl?ViiAfi#r. •F1HASCIAL A HP SOFIA*: 
iKIIOUTiO/." Si. SI?EK*f KD THAT THE BA.iA'l Ik.iE Hi ill., 
>»s n. a o is hot i-scoOiaoi *s •4,;<niH of t:<: 

'.Mfi iv !. * :ii: i i-A.A . :K '..fi ?o>. t;:s 

if ASS1 * i!-- :.Ci! to •• l *i - riiOi- 1 tfcf. i’Y Tt£ 0 J!* . I.MSJ v h 


■ AL 


TS:;.:AU 1K:1? 



22 



CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


y 


PARTICIPANTS: Iraj Farnoush, Recruiter, Iran Electronics 

Industries 


Sandra L. Mendyk, Vice Consul, Shiraz 
DATE fi> PLACE: November 2, 1978, Shiraz 
SUBJECT: Religious Intolerance in Iran 


DISTRIBUTION: AMB/DCM 

POL 
POL/M 
ECON 
OR 
USIS 
CONS 


INR/RNA/SOA for ORDA/SOA 

NEA/IRN 

INR/RNA 

Amconsul SHIRAZ 3 
Amconsul ISFAHAN 
Amconsul TABRIZ 


Mr. Farnoush is orje of several members of Shiraz's Jewish 
community who have recently inquired about immigration to 
the United States at the Consulate in Shiraz. After nine 
years of study in the United States, Mr. Farnoush returned 
to Iran to accept what he terms a very good job at Iran 
Electronics Industries. When asked why he wishes to leave 
Iran, he replied that as a member of a religious minority 
the future here looks grim. He asked if there weren't 
6ome provision of United States immigration law which 
permitted members of persecuted religious groups to obtain 
immigrant visas more easily than the average applicant. 

He stated Shiraz's Jewish population of approximately 
10,000 is extremely nervous about recent manifestations of 
religious intolerance in Iran by Moslem fundamentalists, 
a group he described as volatile and unpredictable. Es- 
pecially concerned are older Jews who still remember the 
holocaust of the World War II period. 

Mr. Farnoush noted that though religious discrimination 
is less overt in Shiraz than in certain other cities in 
Iran, it still exists. For example, his sister, a nurse 
at Nemazi Hospital in Shiraz, has learned that a petition 
is being circulated by Moslem fundamentalists demanding 
Jewish and Bahai employees of the hospital be fired. 
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He said some Jews here are talking of emigration to Israel, 
while others are looking to the United States as a safe- 
haven. He stated a substantial group, however, hasn't this 
option because of binding ties in Iran. Those, for example, 
whose wealth is tied up in land have found no buyers for 
their properties. For them there appears no alternative 
but to ride out Iran's present social and political crises 
and hope for the best. 
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0 BEST OF EMBASSY'S KNOWLEDGE THERE HAVE EEEN NO MORE 
T SPECIFIC ATTACKS ON BAHAIS OR OTHER MINORITIES 
AH TO THE LOOTING ANE OBSTRUCTION OF BAHAI PROPERTIES 
TOOK PLACE IN SHIRAZ ON EEC 13 (TEHRAN 12342). NCR HAVE 
OWNED BANKS OR SIMIEAR INSTITUTIONS BEEN TARGETS Of 
FIC ATTACK AS THEY HAT BEEN IN BEGINNING OF TROUBLES 
MONTHS AGO. *E HAVF HEART NO RECENT STORIES OE 
UCTION OF JEWISH SHOPS OR HOMES IN PROVINCIAL CITIES. 

EVERTHEIESS, MINORITIES HAVE NOT 3EEN EXEMPTET FROM 
J TFEIR KNOCKS ALONG WITH OTHER PORTIONS OF POPULATION, 
OR A VARIETY OF REASONS THEY ARE SCAREr. SOME (JEWS) 
KEARB DARK TALES OF HOW BAD THINGS WERE BEFORE THE 
VIS. OTHERS (BAHAIS) FEAR A KHOMEINI VICTORI WILL 
POGROMS AIMED AT PEOPLE LIKE THEMSEIVES . THE 
IANS ARE KEEPING A LOW PROFILE SINCE HAVING RECEIVED 
ETS THREATINC- DEATH TO PEOPLE WHO COOPERATE WITH 
S REGIME. ATTENDANCE AT CHURCHES HAS DROPPED CONSI- 
ST. ZOROASTRIANS ARE ALSO WORRIED. ALL MINORITIES 
TEE UNKNOWN IF THE SHAH DEPARTS — AND MOST SEE HIS 
TUBE I?AND-WP.ITTEN ON THE WALL. 

CCOREING TO THE UNOFFICIAL ISRAELI MISSION HERE, 
0-10,000 JEWS HAVE LEFT THE COUNTRY, LEAVING A 
"2TY OF 70,000 OR SO. SPOT CHECKS OF NIV ISSUANCE 

ksulate in early November fcunl minority applicants 
NG AT 3U-4U percent of total, with jews making up 

MAJORITY OF THOSE MINORITY APPLICANTS. THESE PEE- 
1ES APPEAR TO BE SUBSIDING SOMEWHAT IN JANUARY. AND 
S SUMPTION IS THAT MOST OF THOSE WHO WERE SCARED 
2 BY EVENTS DEALING. UP TO ASHURA TO GO HAVE ALREADY 
AST GOTTEN THEIR VISaS. A NUMBER OF JEWS WITH 
ESSES HERE ARE TRAVELING TO U.S. OR ELSEWHERE TO 
OUT TEE POSSIBILITIES ON THE GROUND BUT RETURNING 
>:L THEIR BUSINESSES FOR THE TIME BEING. MANY OTHERS 
UP.SE HAVE NOWHERE TC GC AND NO MOVABLE WEALTH TO 
ATE ELSEWHERE WITH. THEIR ONLY OPTION IS TO KEEP 
HEADS DOWN. 


YI; WHEN A REPRESENTATIVE OF WORLD JEWRY FROM FRANCE 
ID THE AMBASSADOR ON CUICK FACT-FINDING TRIP A FEW 
AGO, HE FMPHAS I ZED THE DESIRE OF JEWS TC STAY IN 
REPRESENTATIVES OF ISRAELI MISSION HERE, ON THE 

hand, tend to emphasize in their conversations the 
MS OF DANGER WHICH ARE leading jews TC EMIGRATE. 

A LOT OF JEWS GO FIRST TO ISRAEL AD THEN FIND IT 
CULT TC GET VISAS FOR TEE U.S. CR GO ELSEWHERE. WE 
E IF THERE MIGHT NOT BE AN ELEMENT OF POLICY INVOLVED 
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IN THE ISRAELI MISSION'S RELATIVE ALAP.MISM ABORT THE 
SITUATION HERE. THIS IS ESRECIAILT TRUE IF ONE CONSIDERS 
THAT MOST OF THE JEWS WHO MANAGE TC ■‘LEAVE ARE MUDLE-CIASS 
PEOPLE WITH SKILLS AND SOME FINANCIAL MEANS, THE TTPES OF 
IMMIGRANTS ISRAEL HAS LONG PEEK ATTEMPTING TO ATTRACT. _ 
END FT I SULLIVAN 
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MJICTl CONTINUING CONCERN FOR SAFETY OF IRANIAN JEWS 


CO) ENTIRE TEXT 

.GROUP OF IRANIAN-AMERICAN JEWS CALLED TODAY ON NEA/IRN 
(. DISCUSS STEPS THAT WE MIGHT TAKE TO ASSIST IRANIAN JEWS. 
KEY IMMEDIATELY AGREED WITH US THAT ANY PUBLIC MOVES 
OOULO HAVE THE COUNTEREFFECT OF JEOPARDIZING THE WELL BEING 
OP THE COMMUNITY IN IRAN. WE ASSURED VISITORS THAT WE WERE 
KEEPING STATUS OF IRANIAN JEWS UNDER CONTINUING REVIEW AND 
IHAT EMBASSY WAS REPORTING FREQUENTLY. WE GAVE IHEM A 
MIEF RUNDOWN ON LARGE NUMBERS OF JEWS WHO WERE RECEIVING 
VI (AS. 


0. WE PROMISED TO RAISE WITH THE EMBASSY TWO STEPS THAT IT 
MIGHT CONSIDER IN ISSUANCE OF VISAS. FIRST, WE AGREED 
?HAT UNLESS EM3ASSY OBJECTED 1-20 FORMS COULD BE SENT TO 
(ME CONSULATE DIRECTLY TO CONGEN GOELZ OR VIA NEA/IRN, 
OOKSULATE WOULD MAINTAIN THESE PAPERS ON FILE UNTIL APPLI- 
CANTS CALLED. SECONDLY, WE SAID WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT 
liUASSY CONSIDER NOTATIONS IT MADE ON VISAS WHICH IK EFFECT 
►NECLUDE VISITORS FROM CHANGING THEIR STATUS CFOR EXAMPLE, 
JEWISH STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE A 8-2 VISA WITH A NOTATION THAT 
PTA1US CANNOT BE CHANGED FIND IT DIFFICULT TO CONTINUE THEIR 
TUDIES HERE AND AT THE SAME TIME FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO 
RETURN TO IRAN). WE ARE REPORTING THIS CONVERSATION 
WITHOUT ANY INTENTION OF INTERFERING WITH VISA OPERATIONS. 

HI SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT THE EMBASSY REVIEW ITS OPERA- 
TIONS TO ASSURE THAT THE CONCERN OF JEWISH GROUPS FOR THE 
■AFETY OF THEIR COMMUNITY IS APPROPRIATELY REFLECTED IN 
(MASSY REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES. 


IN ADDITION, we are working with ins with a view to 
itaining for Iranians the same kind of liberalized 

a OCEUURES THAT WERE IN EFFECT FOR LEBANESE DURING THAT 
ISIS. VANCE 
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SBJCI: STATUS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY (C) ENTIRE TEXT 

1. PROMINENT MEMBER OF LOS ANGELES JEWISH COMMUNITY, 

OS IAS G. GOREN, HAS CALLED ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERI AN ABOUT 
FORMER’S UNDERSTANDING OF RAPIDLY DETERIORATING STATUS OF 
TEHRAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY HAS REPORT 
BY TELEPHONE FROM TEHRAN, FOLLOWING ELGHANIAN EXECUTION, 

THAT MANY MEMBERS OF TEHRAN JEWISH COMMUNITY BEING PICKED 
UP AND ENTIRE COMMUNITY IS IN DANGER. APPEAL TO ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY WAS FOR IMMEDIATE USG ACTION. 

2. IN LATER CONVERSATION, GOREN TOLD DEPOFF HE COULD NOT 
DISCLOSE NAME OF THE TEHRAN JEW WHO HAD REPORTED THE MANY 
ARRESTS SINCE ELGHANIAN EXECUTION. GOREN DID SAY HE 
WOULD HAVE FURTHER TELEPHONE CONTACTS WITH THE TEHRAN 
SOURCE AND IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF LATTER COULD CONTACT 
SOMEONE IN EMBASSY. DEPOFF GAVE NAME OF JOHN STEMPEL. 

3. PENDING ANY CONTACT BETWEEN STEMPEL AND UNNAMED TEHRAN 
SOURCE OF THESE REPORTS, APPRECIATE IMMEDIATE REPORT ON 
JEWISH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTS FOLLOWING ELGHANIAN EXECU- 
TION. FOLLOWING IS LIST OF JEWS SAID TO BE IN DETENTIONS 

-- KHALIL NAHAI - BUSINESSMAN 

— MORAD DANIEL- POUR - NEPHEW OF LOTFALLAH HAY, EX-MAJLIS 
MEMBER 

-- MR. COHEN -CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
WOLLEL BONEH, ISRAELI FIRM 

— YUSSUF COHEN 

— KHANBABA SHIRAZ I 

— PARVIZ HAY - BELIEVED TO BE PERSON IN GREATEST DANGER 

— ALBERT DANIELPOUR 

— RON HABIB (SPELLING) 

— MR. KUKENOUR (SPELLING) 

— MR. ARGAIE (SPELLING) j 

4. HAVE ADDITIONAL PERSONS BEEN ARRESTED SINCE ELGHANIAN ' 

EXECUTION? ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENTS INVOLV- j 

ING OTHER RELIGIOUS MINORITIES? WHAI IS REACTION OF PGOI \ 

TO FOREIGN OUTCRY OVER ELGHANIAN EXECUTION? 

5. WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESS, AND THE 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF INTENSE CONCERN ABOUT STATUS OF 
IRANIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. PLEASE SLUG REPLY FOR WHITE 
HOUSE AND D. VANCE 

BT 

#9243 2ft 


NNNNVV ESA370BRA420 
00 RUQMHR 

DE RUEHC #9243 1310121 

Z NY CCCCC ZZH 

0 1 1002 8Z MAY 79 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 2282 

BT 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 119243 


••»**¥ ESB2043RA293 


f 

P, 


mr 


HC #5657 1372258 
fCCCC ZZE 
1722P1Z MAT 79 
AFCSTATE WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 2434- 


OirinmiH STATE 125857 
f.O. 12065 GDS, 5/17/85 (FRECHT, HENRY) 
TIOSi SBUM, IR 

lOUTCTl IRANIAN JEWS 
I. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 


1 8 Mm 1‘j U 35 z 


(f/ 



», WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S BEST INFORMATION OR 
IMICF ON FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN RAISED BY A 
l|F MEMBER OF CONGRESS. 

I. STATUS OF YUSSUF COHEN. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT 
tOP IN IS A FORMER MAJLIS MEMBER WHO IS PRESENTLY UNDER 

( rttNTION. WE HAVE ASHED IRANIAN EMBASSY HERE! THEY WERE 
•ABLE TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION AFTER CONTACT WITF THE 
OlllON MINISTRY, if HE IS UNDER DETENTION, WHAT ARE THE 

Maudes against him and when was he detained? 

I, ARY THERE ANY GENERAL OR SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS WHICH 
WOMIT PREVENT RELATIVES OF HABIB ELGHANIAN FROM LEAVING 
ilAN 7 SPECIFICALLY WE HAVE BEEN ASHED ABOUT HIS SON, 
rill DOUN , -AND DAUGHTER IN LAW ELIANI, AND NEPHEW 
HAAMAR2. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
IICOMMINDATIONS WHETHER A LETTER FROM MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
JiGlNO THAT THEY BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE IRAN WOULD BE 
Ml nil. ONE SUGGESTION IS THAT LETTER BE ADDRESSED TO 
MOMAINI AND CONTAIN GENERAL PLEA ON BEHALF OF IRANIAN 

JAVA. 

S , Wf ARE particularly grateful for excellent embassy 

I PORTING ON STATUS OE IRANIAN JEWS. JEWISH LEADERS 
if r members OF CONGRESS HAVE BEEN ESPECIALLY APPRE- 
91 ATI ft FOR INFORMATION WHICH WE HAVE REGULARLY CONVEYED 
tO THEM. PLEASE CONTINUE TO REPORT IN FULL DETAIL. VANCE 
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«'",l (Tt COMMUNITY IN IRAIJ 

h (O' T IR E TEXT). 

•, *'• "AVf HAD SEVERAL rOWERSATIOHS VJTH ISRAELI 

•v»*| '!«.;• a® 0 UT SJTUATIOS OF JFvr, Ih IRAN, ALL OF VHJCM 

* »• •* \p T !; AT THE <101 HAS VERY LIMITED I «TORr,;T ION, . 

IN CROAT JON JR PE INC OBTAINED FRO v TRAVELLERS 
IN' f | It?:?) -COWRY DIFLOPATS, AND EVER FRO* I FLFFHONF 
f'M' !<;;<•“ ir A * , RUT EVERYTH I NO THEY ARE RS.CtIVIMG 

•f < * r« r*: extremely sketchy. ’ » 

v' 

1. A krro A rjT, DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
'I’ll". TP) OF APCORPTIOV, TOLD US THAT HIS MINISTRY 
. •«■ V"! T 'ALLY SO INFORMATION ON THE CURRENT SITUATION 
IPAMA'I JFHS. DOTH RAFAEL KOTLOV ITZ, HEAD OF THE 

him ni‘TK>>; and adsorption d c part«f.mt of the Jewish 
A ’ K Y, AND YOR AM SHARI , OF THE UFA'S MIDDLE FAST 
*:•»!' JON,. : IN ID THEY WERE VERY WORRIED , AS WAS THE 
M\ l -«i ;> '/UNITY TN IRAN ITSELF. KOTLOwtTZ SAID THAT 
»* va : AfRATD THAT THE FL OMANI AN EXECUTION MAS DOT AN 
•*»{V<D"N. CAFF. AND THAT OTHER JSVS *»? RET HO HELD AS 

* 'a : 1 ::... .SHA 5II, WHO SPE.SI_jr.WO„YFj).ES At_THE .ISRAFIJ 
'|0K III TEHRAN AID RETURNED HERE A I; OUT SIX HOKTHT 

*■««, ".AID THAT MS FEARED HOT SO PUCK FURTHER EXECUTIONS 
»' ‘ ' FN'.-RAL DETERIORATION OF THE POSITION OF THE 
r * I ' H COMMUNITY. SHARI SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH THF. SITUA- 
*■ OF THE JF.VE IN 'RAM WAS OUTWARDLY COMFORT ARLF 
THE SHAH, THERE WAS AN USDERLYIHP RESENTMENT , 

* ESPECIALLY A” CNR THt POCR AND RURAL 
•‘•••Its, WHICH UNDER IMF PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES COULD 

. .. r, ,nr :.,Tn •.> r "ti r,T attc /D/.TNFT . I •Rlrf «T « 
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4. v'.TH AGREED that JEwS NOT CM THE eUCK LIST (WHICH 
THE . HEARD HAS fS RASY AS S, ?,.!?. BARES, JEWS AND NON - 
J-V> ARE ABLE TO LEAV IRAN, BUT KOTLOV IT Z NOTED 
THAI MY ArO!1 At* AVER AGE Of S5 A DAY ARE ASH I VI K3 
IN A EL l!(i TEf ’.'•OR ARY-RfSIDtNT «I IOU.UST VISAS. 

com.- jr«s had even returned to irab from Israel to look 

AFT-:, THEIR PERSONAL ECONOMIC INTERESTS, SHa«I 
EST! .-.TED THE KINDER Oi JEWISH PRISONERS I.M IRAN 
AT .0 MORE THAN TEN, !'T RUMOR E PET THE NUMBER AT 
ANYWHERE BETWEEN FOUR AND TWO HUNDRED, 

-5- .4.iLoma i-i-U: xm .. ALXfeounuiiwE. aauuJuu»aAiix 

IRA "..Si* JEWISH LF'IEKR (UNNAMED) FAVCiU? FUStlC EXfh 
SID OF INDIGNATION FEW* OUTSIDE «GAI ••'SI JRAI'I.iN TREAT- 
MENT OF JEWS AND OTHER MINORITIES , SEVERAL OTHERS HAVE 
URG'D RESERVE F( R THE 1 IKE EFIMS, KOILGVITZ HIMSELF 
FAVt-t’ED PROTESTS AGAINST THE GENERAL CONDUCT OF THE 
IRANIAN COVER MK HIT, J.F., SUMMARY TRIALS A NO EXECUTIONS, 
VIT;:C. T CITI.NO INDIVIDUAL CASES. SKASI THOUGHT THAT 
CRIHCISR 15 Y VETTER RERf WHO WERE ivOl FORMERLY SUPPORTERS 
OF T>. . SHAH, AS WELL A-‘ PRESS CRITICISM, Has a FAVORABLE 

cumulative impact on the Iranian recipe, criticism 
SHO l.cn as based on current developments and the situation 

SHO'I.B SE REVIEWED PER TOD ICALLY. 

each OF OUN I BTERLoCUTORS EMPHASIZED 601 ’S lack op 
INF ;v. fTIOH AND EXPRESSED THE DESIRE TO CQliUNUE EXCHANGE 
OF I WEORHAf ION in THE FUTURE. LEWIS 
FT 
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ElWARYi POL Ci.i -iS MAT HIT!-. AUDI SiU'OFlT AM? SOM 
It JIMS 1 ANT «AI .ED KITS II* QUESTIONS IN XSIttt. 
SUMMARY. 



SA.-PI SHOO PAT S . : T) THAT Hi: v-'U-'VKS THAT CHIT 
.ASIAN'S IM“2iiIAT-; FAMILY M ir ►. :J S A THAIS IK TRAN . 

• ISO SAIL' T:t.iT HP RELIEVES TLA!' THAT HWF TECM UKAFLS 
•ST EXIT VISAS ALTKOUSb HE COP IS NOT CONFIRM THAT 
.!»!) V,'!: U Chi EL OlNCX HE HAS NOT HAD DIRECT CON- 
. ITii TP-:- - . DAVID E HOOF? T 3 A IS THAT St IS SORE THAT 
• * ywr hl .'o:*3 . . if srpvni.:.ANC:: sixes he had sun 
t. FEE ••tsci. :• LC.-AM AN CM THE STEEL*. A »J* DAIS RARLISR 
HAT ELi.iJ.LlA!* ?» PASSES HIM h I WITHOUT EVEN 
■ HO DESPITE .H.. 'INC KIM VEiT NELL. UKBE6 THE CIECUM- 

as AutiZb, i ? *oatr- re Dim colt comiactins him 

.CTtl TO DilTF.irtlA:. HIS AKS VISE'S P8KCISE SIH'ATION, 

Ail Sf.ID TEST HE ME HIS PATH'S* »-.)UL!) Til TO ESTABLISH 
. .-.INI) OF I.NDI8K01 CONTACT. TS1F SL3KAXUNS APPARENTLY 
Pass TO MOVE ARv'JND, AND 20TH $ dooms OPTSEr THAT 
f HERE. PKOLa ELY IN MO IHMEDIITR DENSER. 


. A KVA AS'EL Mil A* -. 51 ? THE LSI OR PHI VAT •' AMERICAN 
. : 2 ? MS. MICUT at ‘ IT. TO PROVILS,' TARSI SHOOPAT. P.'.O- 
. 0 -i CLIPFHC OF STOUT EY LOUR MCMANUS ON I',.?. 

I', i At ION 0 ? IRANIAN Jit'S (THE CUFFING WAS A-jiDATSD 
: POL COUNS HVLIF/iS IT NAS A i OUT TWO NEE'S OLD!. 

STORY, I. A SAID WITH CONSIDERABLE EMOTION, WAS THE 
. ::ST SORT OF THINS THAT WELL - 1 NT EM * 3 ’ I ONE 0 OUTSIDERS 
I'i.T DO POP. THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. IT CITED RABSI SHOOPAT 
! .AMP AND MV NT IO.N.:r. SEVERAL OTHER IRANIAN JEWS AS 
ill. iOTB SLCOPATS WE HI EMPHATIC THAT ANTTHIN 5 THAT 
. 3 ATTENTION TO J-.VS, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR COLLEC- 
-tr, HAS TtP POT ITIAL FOR JUST MAST S 3 TU'Clil STTUA- 
NORSE. THE ASSISTS tSS IRANIAN JEWS NP. 6 E DOES NOT 
TOD" PUP.LIOITY . /JL COl'NS AS if St SiiOOPATS FOP THEIR 
.5 ON THE VALUE o' A QUIET APPROACH TO 'MR PiOl ON 

' LOhan I ANA ' /OP ■'XI VISAS. ThCT THDCCl.T IT 

pf s BSETT-t, SI«rc S SYS* A l MT.-IA-'RS INCLUtlSJ ’M 
LCy\ :AN , seif- TO C^SUINI' IN THEIR DISTINCTION BET VEEN 

CON-'I U*... VIAL TEHRAN 6 M .-.1 ■ 
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: . -.ii .,m> zious* ■. ; or.’K rand »%;• its t sac.: to 

J. UAH OH TH r CtJEP, 'Of THEY r J i'O -i mi. TO CON- 

sj.-..s careftily tat: fossmu cok^jutkc^s jtroas giving 

a . -FINITE 8KPLY. 

!' . SAr.PI SHOO?*? sur THAT MS sSJ* ••• P THE U.S. COULD 
jj , IRAN H*: JEWS WO"Lli KB VI -AS IN C s 3 * 3 Wit .‘IKK THOSE 

. . arts? i ..an want to jo tj .ms -j.s. in mis rf.,ahd, 

AIL, THAT A PSO’.-LSH APPEARS TO HAVE DEV U OPED IN 
WHERE MANY IRANIAN JFWS ‘AVI' BEEN 501 El TO APPLY. 
•ISST, JEWS ENCOUNTERED lim? DIFFICULT/ IN SETTING 
a jlMPATEBTIC H SARI NS, RUT IJAINJ T.iR LAST VSw Wi.F-'S A 
... •• U OF APPLICANTS HAD BEEN TI'HIlBO DOWN PC? SEASONS 
: .. A £65 NOT CLEAR TO Hill. SOME Of THESE PEOPLE HAVE 
, STRANDED IN ROM!: FOR NEARLY A HOi.fi. POL CODAS 
. . 1.AINSD fKS U.S. PjUCT OF IIYINS A SYMPATHETIC H2AKIH1 
Tv LStOF.I'.'T CROUP APPLICANTS, JUT PliMftl OUT THAT TUB 
CC~. 'i LAE OFFICERS MUST WORK WITHIN TSS CONs THAI NTS OK 
■7: . LAW. NON ETaELFS J , HE PHOMI5F3 TO LOO’ INTO THE 
WITH h VIEW 7> --RKAilNJ THE 10 SJirt IN ROME. 

(Sv'MTNT: POL COUNT ‘IS HR A HD txK SAMS STORY FROM 
S . HAL SOURCES OVER !■ I PAS TWO D»TS.i 
. a win shoo Fit ash if it might sot rl possible to rut 

•a • :.M‘: -'INI! OF NOTIFICATION TO THE rUEOPSAW POSTS WHERE 
Mv..: IRANIAN JEWS ARE COINS TO APPLY POP VISAS KKGA8DIKG 
T. SPECIAL CIECUMSTANCES JEWS PACE III IRAN. POJ.CCUNS 
THAT r.E USDKSSTC-03 TIAf SCO a A NOTICE “AD IK FACT 
. CIRCIILATiE *LJ5«L'T. BUT I KOMIS St TO S.E 1? IT MIGeT 
Et-ISSUED. IiA33I SHOO i AT SAID THAT MENTION IN 5'JCS 
I ICE MI CUT EE NADS op TJ:’. LETTERS HE DAS SEEN PROVIDING 
ii .IAN JEWS. THESE LETTERS ARE PRIMARILY FOR THE PURPOSE 
IDENTIFICATION. WRITTEN IN K.-RKEV, THEY GIVI THE 

i! . ; vi duals' namts, stats that t.-sr are Jewish, and reobest 

A. .STANCE IN Y BEING TEAT THEY REACH THEIP. FINAL DASTINA- 


.. J.APFI SHOO Fa r COULD O/FSn LITTLE HELP IN IDENTIFYING 
J . : VIE) aSE CU.r.FNtfT UNDER ASRK5T OTHER THAN PARVIZ 
(. - AZIZ' HA l AND AlHi'Df PSNIRtPODR . BE M5STI0KJ9 
M; . AS. BASES Ui,.N, Si! AMS IAN AND HR 0..S !-TI AS PEOPLE KUO 

J; l 
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| MICi-'r M BEING DETAINED BUT COULD NOT CONFIRM IT. 4 
/ ER or ‘OTHERS INCLUDING A MR. MALAMET HERE HANTS!). 

| BIT APPARENTLY RAD ELUDED ARREST SO TAR. THEY MAY BAYS 
I EVEN GOTTEN OUT OF IRAN. HI SAID THAT THERE HAD ISSN NO 
i RECENT AHRESTS THAT «R NAS AWARE OF. DAFID SHOOFAT SAID 
| THAT PARYIZ HA I IS YOUNG (ABOUT 25) AND TO THE .BEST 0 T HIS 
I KNOvLEPCI THE ONLY MEMBER OF HIS FAMILT STIU IN IRAN. 

> ■ HE SAID THAT TO'JNG KAt IS SLIGHTLY RETARDED AND PROBABLY 
| HAS UTTIE /UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT HE 15 CHARGED WITH. 

■ '18 IT* FROM HE AND DANISLFOUR, THE OTHER JEWS EITHY1 UNDER 
'i { AB..HST OR BEING SOUGHT ARE CHARGED WITH ECONOMIC GRIMES 
,.„l RA'ii.ER THAN BEING ISRAELI AC 3; NTS , AS IN THE CASE OF THE 
j FOi.l'iiR TWO MEN. BOTH SH00FAT3 SAID THAT IT IS DIFFICULT 
; j TO NOW THE SITUATION OUTSIDE TEHRAN. 

-I f . RABBI SHOOFAT 'S ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF JEWS WHO 
HAVE DEPARTED IRAN IS CONSIDERABLY LOWER THAN OUR ESTIMATE 
51 0? 20,030 to 23,020. HE THOUGHT IT HURT BE NO HIGHER 
£ THAN 10,008, ALTHOUGH AGAIN, HE SAID, IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
) "I fNOVi HOW MANY MIGHT HAVE t£FT TROM JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN 
II PROVINCIAL CITIES. 

*1 

it . IN SUM, IBS SHOOFATS' PRIMARY MESSAGE WAS THAT THESE 
„|l a K r SOME WAYS THE U.S. CAN HELP IRANIAN JEWS PUT THAT A 
!| PCLLICITI CAMPAIGN, WHETHER IN THE PRESS OR IN THE U.S. 

?! CONGRESS, WAS NOT THE WAY TO DO IT. NAAS 
1 1 3T 
cl 
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Ii CONGRESSIONAL CONSULTATIONS ON IRANIAN JEWS 



• TATE li604A 

- SWIlil HIT). 

.sm met as scheduled ok jiint: ia wm conobssskam 
AMI his CROUP AMD ON JUNE 10 WITH CONGRESSMEN 
AND OILMAN . IN BOTH II EATINGS H PEtiS ANTED 
iklr.VINB ON STATUS OF JMS IN IW, D8AWINC ON 

y »tpcm«c. it was AsaBUD uata meetings would be 

«>SD FSHAIS an;- OFF-TS S-XiCOHD. ALTHOUGH TIE FOSSI- 

• a A Hu>t5* RESOLUTION ON the CONDITION OF IHAMUII 
. >f DISCUSS <0, IT WAS OHS IMPRESSION TBIT I5SBE WAS 

, .m int At rais time to i-osa roiWAHi. soca a aisoiu- 

CONOSESShSS UN DESSTOGO THE NICAVIVi EFFECT SUCH 
' UT ION COULD .8*'. C ON TSE. cotismcu 01 IRAhlANylSGS . 

- 'JO WAS MUCB DISCUSSION OF COAST IONS "EEUTINo TO 
OH JEWS AND OTHSH HlNOalUJS, ME INFORMED "CON- 

• A OF EMSARSI'S PUN TO fiSUMi HIV ommOiiS LATER 
MhBS AML- TUFT * WARED INTW8A852D THAT OF PUSH 

TO THE EXTENT PBACT1CAL IN OUli VISA PP0G8AM. TliiSS 
L>0 CONSILSSABt! DISCUSSION OF ISSUANCE OF VISAS 108 
»:.F IN HOMS and £ TUPLE INFO THAT WE WERE ATTEMPTING 

• AT IFF A TOY VI; / OFFICER FOR THAT I MIASM. 


•AASSr 5> 'PORTING ON CONDITION 01 JEWS BA? lilt - 
• IY USEFUL IN ; ..'.SLING US TO YEiP attsBIHS 07 CONGRESS 
'N’-'O'iMi'i. . WE uLLIi AK*IIUPU?» 100* CONTINUING TO 
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1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMART: THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS DERIVED FROM 
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN EMBOFFS SXUD AND RICHARDSON AND A 

sNUMBER OF JEWISH (AND IN ONE INSTANCE AN ARMENIAN) BUSINESS- 
MEN. THESE CONVERSATIONS REFLECT THE CONTINUING CONCERN 07 
L IRANIAN JEWS AND ALSO PROVIDE INSIGHTS TO CERTAIN ECONOMIC 
'PHENOMENA IN TODAY'S IRAN. END SUMMART. 

S- 

“3. ONE JEWISH CARPET MERCHANT SKUD TALKED TO JUNE 29 COM- 
PLAINED ABOUT THE SITUATION AS IT AFFECTS HIS COMMUNITT AND 
SMADE A FEW RODE REMARKS ABOUT KHOMEINI. HE WANTED TO KNOW 
£ WHEN THE EMBASSI'S VISA SECTION WOULD REOPEN. WHEN HE WAS 
STOLE THAT IT WOULD BE AWHILE TET, HE ASKED IF HE COULD 
5APPLT FOR A VISA IN EUROPE AND WHAT HIS CHANCES WOULD BE 
“OF GETTING ONE IF HE DID. 

3 

“ 4 . ANOTHER JEWISH CARPET MERCHANT TOLD SKUD TO HURRY BACK 
NEIT WEEK IF HE WAS SERIOUS ABOUT BUIING SOMETHING BECAUSE 
HE WOULD BE LEAVING FOR CALIFORNIA WITHIN TWO WEEKS. HE 
ALSO SAID THAT, WHILE PRICES FOR TRIBAL CARPETS WERE 
DECLINING, THE PRICES FOR THE FINER SILK CARPETS HAD 
INCREASED SHARPLT . THE APPARENT REASON FOR THIS WAS THAT 
THE CARPETS COULD BE USED AS A MEANS OF EXPATRIATING 
CAPITAL IN CONTRAVENTION OF RESTRICTIVE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
CONTROLS . 


5. SKUD ALSO TALKED TO A JEWISH MONET CHANGER. THE BUYING 
RATI FOR DOLLARS THAT DAT HAD REACHED A NEW HIGH OF 120 
RIALS. THE MONEY CHANGER SAID THAT HE HAD A DAUGHTER IN 
ISRAEL AND TWO SCHOOL-AGED SONS IN ALAMENDA, CALIFORNIA. 

HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO THE 
TELEPHONE OFEICE TO CALL HIS DAUGHTER. HE SAID IT WAS NO 
LONGER POSSIBLE TO CALL ISRAEL FROM PRIVATE PHONES. HE 
HAD ENCOUNTERED NO DIFFICULTIES AT THE TELEPHONE OFFICE, 

BUT HAD BEEN REQUESTED TO SPEAK IN FARSI— NOT ENGLISH OR 
HEBREW (PRESUMABLY TO MAKE THE WORK OF ISLAMIC EAVES- 
DROPPERS EASIER). 


6. THE MONEY CHANGER PROUDLY DISPLAYED A COPY OF AN 
ALAMEDA PAPER FEATURING A IRONT PAGE STORY ABOUT HIS TWO 
SONS, AGES 13 AND 17 WHO WERE "SEEKING REFUGE FROM A 
TROUBLED IRAN." AS SOON AS HE CAN SETTLE HIS AFFAIRS IN 


IRAh 

PLAt 


HE TOLD SKUD, HE, HIS WIFE AND REMAINING DAUGHTER 
ffO VISIT ISRAEL AND THEN MOVE ON TO THE U.S. TO 
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SETTLE. 

’ L -' 7. DURING THE COURSE 0? STUD'S CONVERSATION WITH THE 
MONET CHANGER, AN ARMENIAN ACQUAINTANCE CONNECTED WITH 
THE BANK OF IRAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST DROPPED IN TO SAT 
HELLO. DISCUSSION TURNED TO THE SKTROCKETINS VALUE OF 
THE DOLLAR. THE ARMENIAN'S WIFE (RESIDENT IN THE U.S.) 

HAD ASKED HIM TO WITHDRAW HEH RIAL DEPOSITS, BUT EXCHANGE 
RESTRICTIONS AND THE HIGH FREE MARKET RATE HAD SO FAR PRE- 
VENTED HIM FROM CONVERTING HER RIALS TO DOLLARS. 

8. HE SAID THE BANKS HAD BEEN DELUGED BT PEOPLE SEEKING 
TO BUT FOREIGN CURRENCY. REGULATIONS LIMITED SALES FOR 
NON-COMMERCIAL PURPOSES TO $3, 000. 00, AND ONLT PERSONS 
HOLDING VALID PASSPORTS, EXIT STAMPS AND AIRLINE TICKETS 
WERE ELIGIBLE TO BUT. NOT ALL PURCHASERS WERE BONA FIDE 
TRAVELERS, HOWEVER. THE DIFFERENCE IN THE OFFICIAL SELLING 
a RATE (70.60 RIALS) AND THE FREE MARKET BUTING RATE (120 
TRIALS) ENCOURAGED BRIBES TO BANK EMPLOTEES TO NEGLECT TO 
-iSTAMP PASSPORTS OF EXCHANGE PURCHASERS, THUS ENABLING THEM 
2 TO WORK THE SCAM AGAIN. THE BANK OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE 
^POSSIBILITY OF CLOSING THE FREE MARKET DOWN HAD BEEN DIS- 
CUSSED (RUMORS TO THIS EFFECT SUBSEQUENTLT DROVE THE PRICE 
IOF FOREIGN EXCHANGE ON THE FREE MARKET DOWN SOMEWHAT), BUT 
6 ADDED THAT NO ACTION HAD TET BEEN TAKEN. THE MONET CHANGER 
iOPINED TEAT THE PGOI WAS ALLOWING THE RACKET TO GO ON TO 
Ikeef PEOPLE OFF THE STREETS. 
t - 

°9. THE BANK OFFICIAL BRIEFLT DISCUSSED THE RECENT BANK 
^NATIONALIZATION. HE SAID THERE SHOULD NO LONGER BE ANY 
REAL COMPETITION AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARD CUSTOMERS WOULD 
CONSEQUENTLY CHANGE. IN THE PAST, HE SAID, BANK EMPLOYEES 
hr HAD BEEN POLITE TO THE PUBLIC AND THE BANKS OFFERED 
_ COMPETITIVE TERMS TO ATTRACT BUSINESS. HE DID NOT EXPECT 
__ THIS TO CONTINUE TO BE THE CASE. 

10. A JEWISH ACQUAINTANCE OF RICHARDSON'S, A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE CARPET EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION 
r\- (PROTECT), RECENTLY TOLD HIM THAT MEMBERSHIP CURRENTLY 

CONSISTED OF FIVE JEWS, ONE ARMENIAN AND 19 MUSLIMS. THESE 
. PEOPLE HAD BEEN ELECTED BT THE MEMBERSHIP AT THE LAST 
>jT 

■#7034 

i ~ ■■"mmrvmrr 

GENERAL ELECTION (WHICH IS HELD ONCE EVERT THREE YEARS). 

NOT LONG AGO, HOWEVER, A PETITION WAS SUBMITTED TO THE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE COMPLAINING THAT WHEREAS ONE JEW IS 
SUFFICIENT FOR PARLIAMENT, THERE ARE FIVE ON THE EXPORTERS 
BOARD. AS A RESULT, NEW ELECTIONS ARE TO BE CALLED, AND 
RICHARDSON'S CONTACT EXPECTS JEWISH REPRESENTATION TO FALL 
TO A SINGLE MEMBER. LAINGEN 
BT 

#7034 
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12065s GO; 7/20A-, 5 (MMOADi, W.M.) OR-P 
. PEI’R, KII.I, ENi.3, GW, NO, lit 
•■07! (C) SCHMIDT'S VISIT TO NORWAY 


- IS’.! OSLO 3860 (NOTAl) 


1. 


i 

I wp 


itS ! : 


0 - fNTm TEXT. 

.‘OH SIGN 0PP1 CE NORDIC AFFAIRS OFFICER VON STAYELHEhG 
US SOUS DETAILS ON SCHMIDT'S JULY 12 VISIT TO OSLO 
- SUPPLEMENT OSLO'S REPORT (MS/Ttl). 

/■VALBARI). NOHDl! SAID fai SITUATION IN THE NORTH 
sTILL CRITICAL, CAUSING THE NORWEGIANS SOKE CONCERN. 
:.N; lI PROMISES SGHMUT THAT NORWAY TILL DfPEND ITS 
jS(.t..«KHfY, PERHAPS sy» MORE STRONGLY THAN IN THE PAST. 

! -• MIDDLE EAST. STAEEL BERG'S LtilLFlN 3 EOLLOWED LINES 
: 0. . SPIEL IN GENERAL. ACCORDING TO STAGED 6 aRC 
|s: IDT REPORTED THAT itUIS*.I AND BRAHW RAD ASKED 

[ , / *.T S L/jLP /Oil Thu JENS III LHA N.~*s7HHI UT ITJUIllir/n 

I T . V ARARAT Eau APPARENTLY agreed to do what he could to 


4iiU 

Min 


Hi 


OIL. STAY SLEEHS SAID TRAP SCHMIDT LIPRESSAD RIS 
••PPINESS WITH TEE ‘HIGH PRIDE OF NORWEGIAN OIL. 

•LI NOTED THAT If WAS A MATTER CONCERNING PRIVATE 
.-ORATIONS AND Tilt FREE MARKET, HE ADEED, HOWEVER. 

■ TE WOULD SEE WIi.-T HE COULD DO TO MODERATE THE OIL 
■qJY NOKCLI EXPECTED TO SEE NORWEGIAN OIL PRODUCTION 
// jM •" MHLIO.V BARREIS/DAY TO 1.2 MILLION BARRELS/ 
; IN THE 1 OSD'S. STOSSSEL 
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J S.O. 120651 GDS, 9/10/79 (CLEMENT, CABL) 
o TASS: 

5 

jj SUBJECT: NIT APPLICATIONS IN POST-CRISIS IRAN 

l REF: TEHRAN 9503, STATE 35557 

I 

51. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

§ 

52. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES EMBASSY'S CANDIB TIEVS ON 
' SITDATION IN IRAN. DEPARTMENT CANNOT ASREE, I0WETER, 

NITH EMBASSY SOOSESTION THAT POLICY ENDNCIATED IN STATE 
35557 BE RESCINDED IMMEDIATELY. THAT POLICY NAS CARE- 
FULLY FORMULATED AND BASED ON PRECEDENTS SET BT POLICIES 
APPLIED IN RESARD TO APPLICANTS FROM OTHER TROUBLED AREAS, 
SUCH AS LEBANON. AS THE EMBASSY IS ANARE, TEE POLICY 
HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND REAFFIRMED SEVERAL TIMES. HE PLAN 
TO REVIEW THE POLICY ASAIN IN OCTOBER AND WILL TARE 
«- EMBASSY'S VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT. 

3. IT SHOULD BE KEPT IN MIND THAT TEE UNDERLYINS BASIS 
FOR THE POLICY HAS RELEVANCE NOT ONLY TO BONA FIDES OF 
VISA APPLICANTS, BUT ALSO TO THE STATUS OF IRANIANS 
ALREADY IN THE UNITED STATES. AT THE DEPARTMENT'S 
REQUEST, CURRENT INS INSTRUCTIONS CALL FOR BLANKET 
EXTENSIONS OF IRANIAN STAYS IN THE U.S. UNTIL JUNE 1, 
1980. THE NEIT POLICY REVIEW WILL CONSIDER WHAT PARALLEL 
ADJUSTMENTS SHOULD BE MABE IN STATE AND INS POLICIES. 

IN TEE CASE OF MINORITY OROUP MEMBERS, THE DEPARTMENT'S 
POSITION IS THAT A DEFINITIVE TRACK RECORD CONCERNING 
THEIR TREATMENT HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED YET. 

4. DEPARTMENT REMAINS CONVINCED THAT CONDITIONS IN IRAN 
ARE OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO JUSTIFY TIE CONTINUATION OF 
THE CURRENT NIT POLICY FOR THE TIME BEINS . THIS IS 
CERTAINLY THE PERCEPTION OF TEE PUBLIC IN THE U.S., 

BASED ON MEDIA REPORTS OF CAPRICIOUS JUSTICE AND 
SUMMERY EXECUTIONS. WHILE WHAT PASSES FOR PUBLIC ORDER 

AND SECURITY AND A SYSTEM OF JUSTICE IN THE IRAN OF 
TODAY MAY HATE COME TO SEEM AS NORMAL FROM EMBASSY'S 
VANTAGE POINT, WE WOULD BOPE THAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE 
AND THAT CONDITIONS WILL STABILIZE WITH TIME. TANCE 

BT 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MILAN 1393 

EO 12065! NA 
TAGS! CVIS SREF IR IT 
SUBJECT! IRANIAN NIV APPLICATIONS BY MINORITIES 

REFS! A. TEHRAN 08861, B. STATE 035357 

1. SUMMARY! CONSULAR OFFICER WAS APPROACHED SEP 10 
BY REPRESENTATIVE OF JEWISH IRANIAN COMMUNITY IN MILAN 
WHO ASKED IF SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO 
FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS REGARDING HANDLING OF IRANIAN 
NIV APPLICATIONS OF JEWISH AND OTHER MINORITIES. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. ON SEP 10, MANOUTCHEHR KASHANIAN, LEADER OF 
MILAN’S LARGE IRANIAN JEWISH COLONY, VISITED CONSULATE 
GENERAL TO INQUIRE IF WE HAD RECEIVED SPECIAL 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPT REGARDING NIV APPLICA- 
TIONS FOR IRANIAN MINORITIES, ESPECIALLY FOR 
STUDENTS. REFERRING TO THE WORSENING POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN IRAN, KASHANIAN SAID HE HAD JUST SPOKEN TO THE 
HEAD RABBI IN TEHRAN, YEDIDIA, WHO TOLD HIM THAT 

IRANIAN MINORITY APPLICANTS SEEKING ENTRANCE TO 
THE US WOULD BE GIVEN "SPECIAL TREATMENT" UNTIL 
JUNE 1980, WHEN THEY APPLY AT US EMBASSIES AND 
CONSULATES FOR VISAS. 
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A, KASHANIAN ADDED THAT HE ALSO DISCUSSED WITH 
BDIDIA, ON SEP 12, HOW TO PROCESS A LARGE GROUP 
Of APPROX. 1,220 IRANIANS WHO WILL 
ODON BE LEAVING THAT COUNTRY TO APPLY TO LONG-TERM 
PUDIES IN THE US. HE SAID THAT IRANIAN RABBI 
IMD DECIDED TO SEND HALF OF THE GROUP TO LONDON FOR 
BIOCESSING AND THE OTHER HALF TO ROME SINCE THERE 
WIRE NOT "ADEQUATE FACILITIES IN ITALY TO HANDLE 
|HF WHOLE GROUP". 

«. CONSULATE HAS TURNED DOWN A NUMBER OF IRANIAN 

• IV APPLICANTS UNDER SECTION 2 14 (B) OF THE ACT IN 

•(CENT DAYS. WHILE MANY OF THE REFUSED APPLICANTS , _ 

HAD PROPER DOCUMENTATION FOR ADMITTANCE TO US H-H-f- » 

SCHOLLS, AND ADEQUATE FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO COVER 

CIINTS OF STUDIES, THEY CLEARLY HAD NO INTENTION OF 

•I TURNING TO IRAN UNTIL CONDITIONS STABILIZED IN 

|HAT COUNTRY. 

T, ACTION REGUESTED: CONSULATE NEEDS DEPT'S 
OUIDANCE IMMEDIATELY ON HOW TO RESPOND TO 

• A Nh AN IAN* S INQUIRY ABOUT SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ON 
IRANIAN MINORITIES WHO APPLY AT THIS POST FOR 
STUDENT OR TOURIST VISAS TO THE US AND WHO ARE 
RoT ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR INTENTION TO RETURN 
lo IRAN IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

HARWOOD 
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c» sa.aze to 

? 5 ,« 0 . PROBLEM 0» EXACfSOUSf iSTOMPlICATSU 3CTR Bf 
SELF-ISfEHEST IS ZOFOASTR IAS ESTIMATES AND FAC? THAT NUMBER 
Cl "CtCS>'?'' ZCSCA.-.TRIANS WOULD NEVER REGISTER THAT V; AY WITH 
CENSUS BUREAU. LARGEST COMMC.VITI €S ARE IS! TESfAK, 7A2P, 

ANT TEHRAN. WITH SMALLER GROUPS '230-3 Ml IN OTHER MAJOR 
CITIES SUCH AS SE IRA Z , I 3? A -V. N , . ANT ELSEWHERE . 

2. SEVERAL 'ZOROASTKIAN CONTACTS. INCLUDING TEMPLE HEAD. 

SAY THERE HAS BEEN NO HPT NO PHYSICAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
ZGROASTf. IANS, THOUGH- SEVERAL 20R3A3 TRIADS HAVE SEEN PIS- 
MISSEE FROM GOVERNMENT POSTS IN PAST SIX MONTHS. THUS 
COMMUNITY IS SOMEWHAT NERVOUS, BUY LESS SO THAN OTHERS. 

0. GENERAL ESTIMATES FROM SEVERAL CHRISTIAN SOURCES PLACE, 
CHRISTIANS At OFFICIAL total of {’pc. THIS INCLUDES 1 
ARMENIANS, ASSYRIANS. ANT RESIDUAL NUMBER OF CATHOLICS AML 
PROTESTANTS, INCLUDING EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY . ?0 3F.-T OF 

OUR YVO-’LSOSB, THERE HAVE ITCH NO 3?T NO IHC I DENTS DIRECTED 
AT ANY 0? THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES. THOUGH THERE HAVE 
BEEN SOME INDIVIDUAL PROBL IMS AN r NERVOUSNESS HAS 3EEN 
HIGH AMONG THE ASSYRIANS ON OCCASION. 

4 . R P C S NT CALMING RLAMIYIHS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) BY ISLAMIC 
CLERGY I EATERS C^GAK 12ATI0N 'CLC) A3 WEIL AS STATEMENTS 
RY INDIVIDUAL MULLAHS AX 1 ) AYATOLLAHS HAVE REDUCED GENERAL 
’’ENSl.NISS SOMEWHAT. CRCYL BEHAVIOR IN SALE OF SHAH'S 
DEPART USE JAN If Will C ? Tr.ri NEXT MAJOR TEST OF IRANIAN 
TOLERANCE. SULLIVAN 
BT 
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"S REPORTED IN * .mi b <PA«» TERRE) TEHRAN HAS LONG 
< conscious o? r - : situation op minorities in Iran 
1H-. IS A WAR TRESS HAS HERN REFLECTED IN OS* NIV ISSU- ' 
3; ON SOME DATS GVEn HAL'/ Q •' THOSE RECEIVING VISAS 
l 1 IN OR ITT n SHIRRS . WE CONTINUE TO GIVE SPECIAL CON- 
RATION TO MINOSITT APPLICANTS LURING THE CURRENT 
■OL OF HFLuTIVE >IY INACTIVITI, RUT IT rS NECESSARILY 
• IHITED SCOPE, 




YI HE POST '-'ILLY INTENDS TO PURSUE THIS POLICE WITH 
.SU TO MINORITY APPLICANTS AFTER RESUMING PULL NIV 
.'AXIOMS IN JULY. HOWEVER , IT CANNOT APPEAR THAT THE 
■ GST IS FAVORING MINOHIH OVER OTHER APPLICANTS WITH— 

■ HISSING A NEGATIVE pCSLIC REACTION. IN THE CONTEXT 
ME LARGE BACtiED-UP DEMAND FOR VISAS WITHIN ALL ELK- 
'S OF IRANIAN SOCIETY , , A POPULAR PERCEPTION OF FAVORED 
A'fMFNT Of OHS' SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION COULD OPERATE 
1SA-T GROUP'S SERIOUS DETRIMENT. 


A LET Ft C FPOVIV-;) USEFUL GUIDANCE IN 'DEALING WITH 
‘IAN Vis; APPLICANTS. THE EM 5 SUGGESTS that the dept 
AT 1 RES t INSTRUCTIONS TO THE FIELD WITH ADDITIONAL 

• -RIAL XMP’inSim; TEE TREVM*2KT TO RE ACCORDED 

■ '.[CATIONS FROM M .108 ITT IT: AN I A NS . IF TI-.33 ,ESi H 
EAHLi TO TUN DEPT, THE POST ’wOULl.THEN APPROACH 
Hi I NOE IT V COMHUMirtES' I.’-VD 7 !(S ‘AND ASSURE THEM THAT 
iH B.RETHHSr. WILL SICHIVR THE SAMP CONSIDERATION 
MING OUTSIDE OJ IRAN AS THEY DO* t N TEHRAN. -SUCH ' 
•NANCE MIGHT OVEJCOMi THE RELUCTANCE, SHARED AMONG 
; IRANIANS, TO GO A ‘-ROAD TO SEES A VISA FOR TOP. B .3 . 

f!D EMC FAC NS A T8PMS820BS VAST IN COPING* W r^H THE 1 

• "MLUTE'j NIV 3r.H .N3, OP WHICH THAT OF MIUOBIHT PPOPLRjS 
"VIT .l-ORMON, 'LB FT? AN IMPORTANT PORTION, NUM.VSI- p 

v .A,/ p,:i. r -; t c a . '..y . • w only appahegt i/, mediate 

' TtON ' POP. Tn.OSE i 00 ANXIOUS TO- WAIT TI'F.IH TORN In 
A ■ IS TO JO us :.»-::SPE TCI APPLY' FOR VISAS TOR THE 

'ED uvvns. n a a - ; 
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